
 
Dear Fellow Members, 

Greetings to all! As I write to you today, I believe winter has finally 
come to an end. The groundhog was right, for he did not see his 
shadow. I predict an early spring and as your president I am looking 
forward to some warm, sunny weather. 

In the month of February our Wallace Room volunteers put together 
an African-American month exhibit which was very successful. We 
were proud to be able to bring to the public’s eye a small segment of 
the life of our former Mayor and NCHSC member, Bill Ward. I deeply 
appreciate Jean Spencer and Kay Ziegler for helping me put together 
this exhibit. 

NCHSC is continually receiving gifts to our Wallace History Room 
thanks to our many fantastic patrons. Kay, Jean and I are still in the 
process of assorting the archives room and to our great surprise we 
continue to uncover many fabulous, historical items. We are 
currently in the process of cataloging and frankly speaking, it’s 
refreshing assorting these unusual items, especially on a rainy day. 

I hope to see you all at our May membership meeting as we will have 
yet another fabulous speaker, Mr. Rob Garnett. Please bring a friend 
or two and don’t forget to stop in and visit the Wallace History Room 
while you are here. Also remember that May is membership renewal 
month. We have inserted a membership renewal form for your 
convenience, but you may also renew at our May membership 
meeting. Your support means the world to us! 

 

All the Best, 

Robert B. Hitchings, President 
Norfolk County Historical Society of Chesapeake, Virginia 
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Calendar of Events 

May 2019 
NCHSC Board Meeting 

14 May   6:00pm 
 
NCHSC Membership Meeting 

19 May   2:00pm 
 
Library Closed 

26 & 27 May 
 

June 2019 
 

 
July 2019 
Library Closed 

4 Jul 
 
August 2019 
 
 
September 2019 
Library Closed 

1 & 2 Sep 
 
NCHSC Board Meeting 

10 Sep   6:00pm 
 
NCHSC Membership Meeting 

15 Sep   2:00pm 
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New Wallace Room Opening Soon Wallace Memorial Room 
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By Paul Sutton,  
Wallace Room Volunteer & Board Member 

Our Wallace History Room provides a calm, 
pleasant, and comfortable venue to do research 
and discover all the magical and enticing 
information it holds such as old photographs, 
maps, records and other historical items. It is 
almost addictive; when I find one thing, it brings 
to mind something else that I want to find out 
about, which leads to many hours of learning and 
satisfying my curiosity. When I leave, I yearn to 
come back and do it again.  

Our funding for the NCHSC is adequate for most 
of our needs and allows us to purchase new 
artifacts, office supplies, and so on, but like any organization, with more funding there are 
additional things we could do to expand and enhance our collection. The Naro Expanded Video 
Archival Library at 1511 Colley Ave in Norfolk contains an incredible collection of (42,000) DVD 
and Blu Ray videos that are for rent to the public. The Naro is a non-profit 501(c)(3) historical 
library. Like us, their collection contains all kinds of history except theirs is in video format. They 
have over 40,000 videos and you can find things from every continent (except Antarctica), every 
genre, and every timeframe in the last 100 years. It is an incredible place to visit and I’d 
recommend it to anyone. Visit at http://www.narovideo.org/about-the-naro-library . The Naro 
has hit upon a clever idea to increase their funding and give them more operating capital. It allows 
its supporters to PUBLICLY show their support to the community. For a $100 donation you may 
sponsor a shelf in the store and a name plate will be put up with your name and whatever you 
wish in the caption. You get to designate the shelf you wish to sponsor in order to indicate your 
favorite part of the collection. I sponsor the shelves with the Canadian TV Series and Movies, and 
it shows “Sponsored by LT. Paul Sutton, Chesapeake Police Department 1974-2001”. 

We here at NCHSC are initiating the same program and I am going to be the first one to sponsor a 
shelf with my donation. My struggle is determining which section of our collection is my favorite. I 
invite/challenge each of you to visit the Wallace Room and decide on the section you’d like to 
sponsor. We’ll put up a sign with your name and caption to let all our visitors know of your 
support of the NCHSC. Don’t forget your checkbook! 

	
	
	 	

New “Sponsor-a-Shelf” Program in the Wallace Memorial History Room 

Sponsor-a-Shelf Program in the Wallace Room 

We are sad to have to say farewell to one of our dedicated Wallace Room 
volunteers, Ann Ruel, as she will be moving to Florida with her family. Ann has 
been a great help with research in the Wallace Room. She also took on and 
completed the huge job of organizing our local history files. Ann will be greatly 
missed. 
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Our May guest speaker, Rob Garnett, explores 
the life, death, and legacy of his great-great-
great-great-grandfather in the presentation 
“Robert Henry Gwynn: An Ancestor at 
Elmira”. A resident of Gloucester County, 
Virginia at the outbreak of the Civil War, 
Gwynn served in the 26th Virginia Volunteer 
Infantry Regiment until he was captured 
during the Richmond-Petersburg Campaign. 
He died in December 1864 at Elmira Prison, 
the Union Army’s deadliest prisoner-of-war 
camp. His name appears on Gloucester Courthouse’s Confederate Memorial. 

Rob Garnett was born and raised in Gloucester. Over the past eight years, he has taught 
composition and literature classes at three Virginia Community Colleges -- Rappahannock, 
Thomas Nelson, and J. Sargeant Reynolds—and at Christopher Newport University. At CNU, he 
teaches a class which focuses on Walt Whitman’s Civil War poetry. 

Join us at the Chesapeake Central Library on May 19th at 2:00 p.m. Light refreshments will be 
served. Come and support the NCHSC with your presence and bring a friend!  

By Lori Pickett,  
NCHSC Newsletter Editor & Board Member 

NCHSC board member and retired judge, the Honorable 
E. Preston Grissom, was presented with the DAR 
History Award Medal by the Chesapeake Chapter of the 
National Society Daughters of the American Revolution. 
This award recognizes those whose study and/or 
promotion of some aspect of American history has 
significantly advanced the understanding of America’s 
past. Judge Grissom is recognized for his historic 
research and preservation efforts. He is also a board 
member of the Great Bridge Battlefield and Waterways 
History Foundation in which role he envisioned the 
Visitor Center and Museum. Congratulations, Judge 
Grissom! 

  

Descendent of Confederate POW to Speak at May 19th NCHSC Membership Meeting 

NCSHC Board Member Preston Grissom Receives DAR History Award Medal 

Maureen Holbert, Chesapeake Chapter Regent;  
Bettie Grissom and Judge Grissom.  
Photo courtesy of Catharine Rowe 



 4 

By Kay Ziegler,  
NCHSC Wallace Room Manager & Board Member 
Photos courtesy of Lori Pickett 

February 6, 2019 was a special day for the NCHSC! Thanks to the long-
term efforts of NCHSC volunteers, Sam Leary and Robert Hitchings, we 
were able to make a cooperative arrangement with School Board 
Superintendent, Dr. Jared Cotton, and his assistant, Mrs. Ginny Hand, 
to borrow and scan the journal of Captain John T. West, the first 
Superintendent of Norfolk County Schools.  

According to Raymond L. Harper’s book, 
Chesapeake, Virginia, Capt. West was 
commissioned by Virginia Governor 
Gilbert C. Walker in December 1869 as 
Superintendent of Norfolk County Public 
Schools. He served from 1870 to 1882 and again from 1886 to 1908.  

We now have access to the invaluable information reported in Capt. 
West’s handwritten journal which dates from 1870 to 1905. We 
cannot express how deeply grateful we are for the opportunity to 
add a copy of this amazing document to the NCHSC Wallace Room 
Collection! 

Once the scanning is completed, a copy of the journal will be 
available in the Wallace Room for historical research and education. 
Contact us if your research requires access to this valuable piece of 
local history.  

	 	

NCHSC Acquires Copy of Journal of Norfolk County’s First Superintendent of Schools 

Ginny Hand of the Chesapeake School Board (center) 
with Wallace Room Manager, Kay Ziegler, and  

NCHSC President Robert Hitchings 

Wallace Room Manager,  
Kay Ziegler, carefully scans 
 Capt. John West’s Journal 

Pages from Capt. John West’s Journal 
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By Elaine Hutto,  
NSDAR Member & Guest Contributor 
	
The NCHSC and the Chesapeake Chapter of the NSDAR are working together to 
restore and preserve two Norfolk County grave sites that are connected to the 
1775 Battle of Great Bridge. The Allmand grave is located at Chesapeake 
Memorial Gardens on Cedar Road in the City of Chesapeake. The grave is sinking 
and is in need of repairs and restoration. The broken tombstone and grave of 
Mary Wormington lies in the middle of a soybean field off of Blue Ridge Road in 
Chesapeake. Ground probing has indicated the presence of several other 
unmarked graves in the same area.  

Ground penetrating radar is needed to identify the exact number and location of 
these graves before they can be secured with a protective fence. The Chesapeake 
Chapter of NSDAR has applied for the NSDAR Special Project Grant for Historic 
Preservation to assist with the cost of the project. A donation has also been received from a private 
business to help with this project. A cost estimate has been obtained from a local masonry company for 
some of the needed repairs. The Virginia Department of Historic Resources will be contacted for the 
required permits and assistance with this project. The owner of the farmland has graciously agreed to 
cooperate with these efforts. It is hoped that this project can be completed without delay in order to 
preserve these graves and their history before they are lost forever. 
 

 
We’d like to take this opportunity to welcome a new Wallace Room volunteer as part of the team. Terry 
Riggs, was born, raised, and educated in Princess Anne County, now Virginia Beach. He served in the 
Virginia Beach Fire Department and the Federal Fire Dept at NOB and NNSY before joining the 
Chesapeake Police Department, where he served for 27 years. Terry gained the rank of Police Officer 
Specialist and focused on the field of forensics as a graduate of the Virginia Forensic Science Academy. 
When he retired from the department, Terry became the sole trainer in fingerprint training for the Virginia 
State Police (DCJS), serving in that capacity from 2002 to 2009.  

With an interest in local history and genealogy, Terry made his first attempt at writing a book on his 
family history starting in the early 1990s. Terry says, “…with a few mistakes and corrections along the 
way.” He continues his research today. NCHSC board member and volunteer Paul Sutton (who also 
happened to be Terry’s past supervisor at the department) knew of Terry’s interest in local history and 
suggested that he volunteer in the Wallace Room. We are grateful for Terry’s passion for history, his 
knowledge of the area, and his enthusiastic assistance.  

Our Wallace Room volunteers preserve historical documents, maps, and photographs; organize donated 
collections; and help patrons with research. Want to help? Contact Kay Ziegler, Wallace Room Manager.  

	 	

Revolutionary Preservation in Norfolk County, Virginia 

Volunteer Spotlight – Welcome to Terry Riggs  

Headstone of  
Mary Wormington 
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By Kay Ziegler,  
Wallace Room Manager & Board Member 

On March 21, 2019, I had the pleasure of being present to see 
NCHSC member and past board member, LeNelle Janis, 
receive the DAR Women in American History Award by the 
Chesapeake Chapter of the National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution. This award recognizes the role of 
women, past and present, in American history.  

As an early NCHSC member and long-time board member, 
LeNelle Janis has served the NCHSC in numerous capacities, 
most recently as publicity chairwoman. Although she has 
retired from the board, LeNelle continues to lend a guiding 
hand in the Wallace Room.  

Her activism in the NSDAR and NCHSC and her contributions 
to our community in Norfolk County and Chesapeake make 
her a worthy recipient of this award. Congratulations, LeNelle!  

Please check the date on your mailing label above to make sure your 
membership is current. Membership dues are due by May 31st. 

 
 
 
Questions or suggestions? Email us at nchs.wallaceroom@gmail.com, call us at (757) 410-7152, or visit our site 
NorfolkCountyVAHistory.org . Date submitted (for your records) ___________________________________________ 
 

Norfolk County Historical Society of Chesapeake 
298 Cedar Road 
Chesapeake, VA  23322 

Past Board Member LeNelle Janis Receives DAR Women In American History Award 

LeNelle Janis, right, receives award from 
Chesapeake Chapter Regent, Maureen Holbert.  

Photo courtesy of Catherine Rowe 


