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Dear Members, 
 
I cannot express how much I have enjoyed being your President. 
I guess it is because I have many wonderful, dedicated members 
in our society. Each one comes to the table with their own 
expertise and their special projects and interests. I would like to 
thank our Board members and volunteers for their hard work 
during the past few months. Many of you stepped in and kept 
the room running when we really needed your assistance. It has 
been great working with all of you! 
 
At our May meeting Mr. Jimmy Bradshaw gave a fabulous 
program on the early days of Chesapeake in the 1970s. Due to the 
Central Library being closed for Mother’s Day we held our 
meeting at St. Thomas Episcopal Church and the staff there could 
not have been more accommodating. Even with the change of 
location we had 40 plus folks who attended our program, and to 
my great surprise many of the attendees were new individuals 
including folks from Smithfield and a family of 5 from Suffolk. I 
am delighted to see the attendance growing for all our programs! 
 
A few weeks ago I received a question from a patron. She asked, 
“Robert, have you been looking at the new program on TV called 
Who Do You Think You Are?“ I replied, “Yes, but you don’t have 
to look at television for this. All you need to do is look in our 
Wallace History Room family history files and genealogies or 
search Ancestry.com for free on our Wallace History Room 
computers.  Here you can find, “Who You Are.” 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone at our membership meeting in 
September. Mark your calendar for another great program that 
will be presented Sunday, September 16th. Doris A. Stewart will 
be our guest speaker and will talk to us about her new book, The 
Bear Quarter Section of Norfolk County, Virginia and Some of Its 
Descendants! Don’t miss this program! 
 
Robert Hitchings, NCHSC President 

Calendar of Events 

September 2018 
Library Closed 

3 Sept 
NCHSC Board Meeting 

11 Sept   6:00pm 
NCHSC Membership Meeting 

16 Sept   2:00pm 
 

October 2018 
Library Closed 

8 Oct 
 
November 2018 
Library Closed 

11 Nov 
NCHSC Board Meeting 

13 Nov   6:00pm 
Library Closed 

22-26 Nov 
 
December 2018 
NCHSC Annual Dinner 

5 Dec 6:00pm 
Battle of Great Bridge Reenactment 

8 & 9 Dec 
Wreath Laying, Great Bridge Memorial 

8 Dec 
Library Closed 

24 & 25 Dec, 31 Dec, 
1 Jan 

The Historian 
Norfolk County Historical Society of Chesapeake, Virginia 

New Wallace Room Opening Soon Wallace Memorial Room 
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Remembering Our Former Mayor & Friend, Dr. William E. “Bill” Ward 

By Robert Hitchings,  
NCHSC President & Archivist/Historian 

Last month we lost a dear friend, former Chesapeake City Mayor, Dr. 
Bill Ward. Bill loved history and was a long-standing member of our 
Norfolk County Historical Society. He never failed to show up to our 
Christmas parties and was there for all of us when we needed him. I 
never will forget the first week I was working in the Wallace History 
Room when Bill popped in and welcomed me not only to the Wallace 
History Room, but also to the City of Chesapeake. Before he left, he 
whispered in my ear, “Norfolk’s loss, and Chesapeake’s gain.” Bill was 
one great human being, and we have all been truly blessed to 
have known this wonderful man. We send to his wife and 
family our deepest sympathy. 

Hidden Treasures 

By Kay Ziegler,  
Wallace Memorial History Room Manager 

On February 27th of this year, one of our patrons, Mac Knight, while visiting the Wallace History Room 
told Robert Hitchings about a family graveyard he remembered from his younger years, which then led 
to a spontaneous road trip. Robert, Mac and I headed to an approximate location off of Hillwell Road. 
Mac remembered the family that had lived there was named Hicks.  Our first stop revealed nothing, but 
we didn’t give up.  

Mac drove back towards Hanbury Road and pulled into a dirt road beside a white house.  In the side 
yard by a barn we saw some men working. We greeted the men and identified ourselves as members of 
the Norfolk County Historical Society and explained we were in search of a graveyard. One of the men 
was the current owner of the property and pointed to an area between the house and barn overgrown 
with brush and weeds.  Among the overgrowth we found about 13 graves and there were possibly more 
but they unfortunately were not found on this trip.  Some of the grave markers were Hicks, Hodges and 
Nichols.  One of the grave markers that we accidently discovered was of Hiram and Carrie Hodges, 
which was totally covered and could have easily been overlooked.  These are the gems our Cemetery 
Committee is looking for in Norfolk County.  

Since last May, Jean Spencer, committee chair, and volunteers have been 
diligently working on updating our tombstone database.  Many of our leads 
have come from people who we talk to every day. Once they find out what 
we are doing, they are more than willing to offer help.  We have over 100 
listed cemeteries, but we are also verifying the previous listings and adding 
longitude and latitude for each marker for future reference. If you have any 
leads on possible burial sites, please call or email the Wallace History Room 
with information. 

The Honorable William E. Ward, 
Chesapeake City Mayor from 1990 to 2004 
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By Robert Hitchings,  
NCHSC President & Archivist/Historian 

Our photograph collection is growing by leaps and bounds! As reported in the last newsletter 
our friend and fellow historian, Raymond Harper donated over 200 photographs of Chesapeake, 
Norfolk County and South 
Norfolk. His collection will 
enrich our photograph 
collection immensely. Thank 
you again Raymond Harper 
for this special gift! 

I would also like to thank 
Mrs. Hunter Burt of Virginia 
Beach, a longtime member 
of our NCHSC, for the 
photographs she recently 
donated to us of Camp 
Carysbrook, the oldest 
overnight girl’s camp in 
Virginia. Mrs. Burt and 
many young girls attended 
Camp Carysbrook which is located in Christiansburg, VA. Camp Carysbrook was established in 
1923 by Sarah Caperton Preston. Her sister, Katherine Preston, assisted in operating the camp. 
The sisters lived in Norfolk and many of you may remember Mrs. Preston’s Dance Studio on 
Botetourt Street in downtown Norfolk. The camp pictures were taken in the late 1950s and show 

many of the girls with their Camp 
Carysbrook T-shirts posing for the 
camera. Mrs. Burt also allowed us to 
scan 150 plus photographs from her 
personal family collection, which 
includes pictures in and around Great 
Bridge, South Norfolk and Norfolk 
County. Many of these photographs 
were of the Butt, Portlock and West 
families. I also would like to mention 
that Mrs. Burt generously donated a 
much-needed four-draw file cabinet for 
our Wallace History room to store our 
old papers and photographs. 

Finally, last week a few of our 
volunteers were cleaning up the archival room when they discovered an old box of photographs 
that apparently had been given to us many years ago. Unfortunately, there was no information 
of the date they were gifted or reference to the donor. Continued on page 4. 

Old Photographs & New Additions 

South Norfolk Mill Workers from the R. Harper Collection 

Frank Portlock at the Norfolk County Fair 1925 from the R. Harper Collection 
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Twice Buried: A Family History Mystery (Part 3) 

By Amy Williamson Jonak,  
Wallace Room Volunteer 

Records show Everett and Phelia Williamson are broken branch ancestors. None of their children 
survived to carry on their family line. Whether it was the appearance of Everett’s crumbling 
casket or his diaries that brought the man to the attention of his distant nieces and nephews, 
we’ll never know. But there were clues to his resting place. 

In 1993, Evelyn Byrd Williamson passed away along with her knowledge of Everett. Boxes of her 
papers and books ended up in my hands. Flipping through Tombstone Inscriptions of Norfolk 
County Virginia, a listing on page 107 read:  

LOCATION: Cemetery on the Farm of B.H. Darden – Great Bridge Road – In path of new road.  
Note: Some bodies moved to Brookhill Memorial Gardens  

Everett Williamson/Born 1823/Died 1888; Phelia Williamson/Died Aug. 12, 1881; George 
Williamson/Age 5 years; Caleb McCoy (dates obliterated); Mary/Daughter of/ Everette & Phelia/ 
Williamson/ Died of Scarlet Fever/ Feb. 26, 1862/Age 11 years. 

 Cursory research at the Wallace History Room didn’t locate Darden Farm. Brookhill Memorial 
Gardens’ ad in the 1963 telephone directory (remember the Yellow Pages?) listed its address as 
“Great Bridge.” The phone number didn’t work. Dead end.  

“I think they buried Everett off of Back Road,” Porter Williamson (my dad) mentioned one day 
several years after Evelyn died, “want to go look?” Twenty minutes later, we stepped out of his 
minivan parked on the side of Back Road near Great Bridge. I’d driven past the cemetery dozens 
of times. It was most famous for its lonely “haunted” Jesus statue. The grass was tall; the day 
was warm. We walked west or north, away from the road, about 50 yards. We stopped at a spot 
where the ground was uneven, mounded slightly in places. Porter searched the grass. Finally he 
located a small metal sign (a foot plate?) with a name on it. It didn’t say Everett Williamson, but 
it did it hold a name I recognized, perhaps Caleb McCoy. Was this it? Was this Everett’s grave? 

As Kay Ziegler, our Wallace History Room manager, opened up the box she was astonished to 
find over 175 photographs stamped from the personal collection of Carroll Walker, the noted 
Norfolk photographer. They are fantastic pictures showing old downtown Norfolk scenes and 
people including ships, trains and many of his family members during the 1960s. Also in this box 
were hundreds of black & white photographs during the 1960s and 1970s of our new city of 
Chesapeake, Virginia. Many were stamped as coming from the Chesapeake Post newspaper. For 
6 days I have been cataloguing ALL these fantastic photographs by subject and am proud to 
report they have been filed in our new drawer under lock and key. What a terrific find! 

Life is so strange; photographs seem to come in threes from very special folks to our Wallace 
History Room. And we are surely the winner of such collections. Our photograph collection will 
grow in time and will become one of the best for our city of Chesapeake. 

Old Photographs & New Additions, Continued 
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More than 10 years went by before I met Chesapeake’s cemetery guru, Jean Spencer. She 
explained that Brookhill was the name of a bankrupt cemetery on Back Road. However, she said, 
the bodies there had been moved to Chesapeake Memorial Gardens (CMG) on Cedar Road. 
(Everett seemed to do more traveling dead than alive.) I searched Chesapeake Memorial Gardens 
on foot. No sign of Everett.  

With time to kill one day in 2015, I wandered into Hollomon-Brown, the funeral home next to 
CMG. I told them Everett’s tale. Dana Dekker graciously took the time to pull the fat, old 
Brookhill file and explain what had 
happened to the graves in Brookhill. 
Deep within the papers was a 1965 
letter from the general manager of 
Brookhill Memorial Gardens confirming 
the reinterment of remains transferred 
for the State.  “George Williamson” and 
“Everett Williamson” were named in 
the letter. Another list of reinterments 
for the state included Halsteads, 
Bishops and a Randolph. Although 
nearly all the remains had been moved 
from the Brookhill/Back Road site since 
1965, Everett’s were still there, plot 80D in a section called “Garden of Faith.” A return visit to 
Back Road looked entirely different. The grave markers were gone! The Jesus statue was gone. 
All that was left was a green meadow – and lots of houses very close to the spot Porter pointed 
out nearly 20 years earlier. I walked the site in summer, fall and spring looking for some 
evidence of Everett’s grave. No luck. 

A few years later, Kay Ziegler set up a meeting with Dana Dekker and the NCHSC cemetery 
volunteers and invited me. Dana showed us the Brookhill documents I’d seen before and some 
additional maps. I also learned there were a few headstones, laid flat, near a tree. When I drove 
to the meadow off Back Road, the stones were resting flat in the shade, just as described.  They 
belonged to the Halsteads, Everett’s “next door” neighbors in the defunct cemetery’s Garden of 
Faith. That meant Everett was most likely somewhere nearby. So this is the answer. This might 
be as close as I can get to finding Everett… until somebody lends us ground-penetrating radar. 

Unlike mysteries in novels or on TV, real life rarely hands us all the answers. We may never 
know who clipped Everett’s obituary and taped it in his diary or where his original diaries are 
now. It drives family historians nuts but we learn to become comfortable with curiosity. 

Forty years ago, Norfolk County Historical Society volunteers created the book Tombstone 
Inscriptions of Norfolk County Virginia. Today, Jean Spencer, Kay Ziegler and many others comb 
the area for gravesites to add to NCHSC’s impressive database of burial sites. Without their skill 
and effort and the kind assistance of Dana Dekker at Hollomon-Brown, Everett would have been 
lost forever. 

Twice Buried: A Family History Mystery (Part 3), Continued 

Halstead Family Tombstone 
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Please check the date on your mailing label above to make sure your 
membership is current. Membership dues are due by May 31st. 

 
 
 
 
Questions or suggestions? Email us at nchs.wallaceroom@gmail.com, call us at (757) 410-7152, or visit our site 
NorfolkCountyVAHistory.org . Date submitted (for your records) ___________________________________________ 
 

Norfolk County Historical Society of Chesapeake 
298 Cedar Road 
Chesapeake, VA  23322 

Our September guest speaker will be Doris A. Stewart, who grew up 
in southern Norfolk County in an area formerly known as “Bear 
Quarter”.  It eventually became “Cornland”. After years of research on 
Bear Quarter, Ms. Stewart has published her book The “Bear Quarter 
Section” Of Norfolk County, Virginia And Some Of Its Descendants! She 
looks forward to sharing the history of Bear Quarter with us. Copies of 
her book will be available for purchase. 

Join us at the Chesapeake Central Library on September 16, 2018 at 
2:00 p.m. for our membership meeting. Light refreshments will be 
served as always. Volunteers to bring finger foods are always 
welcome. Please contact our hospitality Chair, Elizabeth Mackall, at 
482-0514 or elmandmfm@yahoo.com if you would like to help. 

Please come and support the Norfolk County Historical Society of 
Chesapeake and don’t forget to bring a friend! 

Doris Stewart To Be Guest Speaker at September Meeting 


